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Christmas...from Page 1A

is especially meaningful to
kids who don’t normally get to
take part in the same Christmas
morning experience as their
peers due to hardship.

“Shop with a Panther is a
tradition that (the late) Principal
Ed Rohrbaugh started about 10
years ago > said Dixie Conger,
who is the 2018-2019 High
School Teacher of the Year.
“Each year, our high school
students take around 30 second-
grade students to shop for their
Christmas.

“Then, we go back to
the gym to have lunch, wrap

presents, play games, and do
all kinds of things.”

Second-grade students
ran around the store with
their high school elders that
Monday, laughing as they
went to handpick their favorite
toys and gifts with the allotted
amount of money they received
through the program.

High school students
joined in on the fun the younger
kids were having by playing
with them and having fun,
friendly conversations as they
all shopped together, making
each child feel comfortable

around the older students.

The high school students
were in charge of keeping
track of how much money the
children accumulated in their
shopping carts, making sure
that the kids did not go over
their budget.

When the children used
up their allotted money, they all
made their way to the checkout
areas to conclude the shopping
part of their day before returning
to the gym to enjoy lunch and
wrapping their new gifts.

While this program
is important for the second-
graders that may not be
fortunate enough to have the
luxuries of Christmas, it is also

Union County Sherlff ’s Office Christmas Banquet/Party

The Union County
Sheriff’s Office held its annual
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The Shop with a Panther program gives younger students the opportunity to bond w1th older

students who serve as role models.

Photo by Jarrett Whitener

Christmas Party/Banquet at
the Civic Center on December
19th. There was plenty of good
food and fellowship for the of-
ficers and employees of the
Union County Sheriff’s office
and their families. There were
humorous slide shows show-
ing Sheriff’s office personnel
throughout the year, plenty of
door prizes and even a visit

important for the education of
the high school students.

“I think the program is
just as good for our high school
students as it is for our little
ones, because they get to help
each other and have fun,” said
Conger. “Talk about being tired
at the end of the day, I don’t
know who is most tired, the
high schoolers or the second

graders, so it’s a great day all
around.”

The program helps
teach the high school students
community building and the
importance of giving back.

“Our high schoolers get
a lot out of it and give back
to the community,” said High
School Principle C.T Hussion.
“Ms. Conger does a great job

organizing the whole thing
and working with the second-
graders.

“I think it also shows
community cooperation with
Walmart here ... We are proud
to keep the tradition continuing
on, because this is all that
some of these kids get for
Christmas.”

from Santa.

The Blue Ridge Moun-
tains Chapter Sons of the
American Revolution present-
ed a Law Enforcement Com-
mendation Medal to Lt. Craig
Davenport. Lt. Davenport is a
team player. He is a hostage
negotiator, assistant firearms
instructor and serves on the
Emergency Response Team.
He is a field training officer
and heads up the field training
program. Lt. Davenport man-
ages prisoner transports, and
serves as communications of-
ficer between Union County
Sheriff’s Office and all other
agencies throughout the entire
United States. He serves as as
civil processor and warrant
server, while heading up the
Union County warrant and fu-
gitive recovery units.

The Blue Ridge Moun-
tains Chapter SAR also pre-
sented a Bronze Good Citizen-
ship Medal to Sheriff Mack
Mason. Sheriff Mason is in
his second term. He has made
himself readily accessible to
the citizens of the county. He
looks for ways to improve the
safety of the citizens of our
community. He has imple-
mented programs to augment
the Sheriff’s Office budget

(L-R): Lt. Craig Davenport and Sid Turner, President of the Blue

Ridge Mountains Chapter

(L-R): Sheriff Mack Mason and Sid Turner

providing more equipment
and serves from funds and
property seized in drug raids.
Sheriff Mason leads a profes-
sional and dedicated group of
law enforcement officers.

Union County is for-
tunate to be served by such a
group of people that are will-
ing to put their lives on the line
to make this community a bet-
ter place to live. noecszizca
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Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines

0/1'1/9 (4

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio *

Art Classes

(706) 835-1257

563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GHAWNS HOMEFURNISHINS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St.  Blairsville, GA

706-835:1209 f

Mon:| Fl‘l 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm * Closed Sun

L

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure
Washing, Staining, Painting.
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

RECOVE,
WAL OVER),
N

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE

ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

HWY

[Commefciald

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

70640002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

_ Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

GEORGIA
¥ MOVING
Truck Unloading

(@ Juu
Cmall Trailer Loade

20 Years Experience

Stephen You Ng, Owner/Operator

706-970-7573
stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

\

Guided Horsebhack Rides
Holiday Special & Gift Certificates

Give a special gift to the horse
enthusiasts in your life

Book a 1 hour ride in
December for $25 (cash)

528 credit card

Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required
Cannot be combined with other offers

certificates over $70

Call 706-745-5252

1212412018

Save 20% on gift

[(BLAmaVILAY, CronGix]

www. Trackrock.com

(706) 745-0264

Michelin
BFG
! Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading,
Large Empty Lot Mowing

“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

‘We have NON-OBAMACARE

Health Insurance Plans

Confused? Get the Answers

Contact Tom Taylor of the
Taylor Insurance Group * Blairsville, GA
70-298-9161 A

Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your

coverage. Join us over coffee to review all the options available to
you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered

by your plan. We will work 12 months a year and prove
“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans
for those turning 65 in 2019!

Who is Tom Taylor?

Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medua/
suc

1 Medals, Combat
r Medal, Meritorious

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”
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[MONTGOMERY/
CONCRETE

~ FOR/ALL YOURCONCRETE/NEEDS  ~
Forming|through Finishing, HouseiSlabs,
| Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top)Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand/'SmalllJobs!

ServingNorth Georgia:since 1997¢! Insured|

~ Call 706 781 1806

Got Leaves???\\

Live Oak Professional Lawn Care
/706- 4OQ -0033
facebook.com/LiveOakYards

-Fall Cleanup -Pressure Washing
-Tree Removal -Gutter Cleanout
3

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

® Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
e Full Service Wash

e Flea & Tick Dip
* More Services Available

(706)-487-0686

Ford ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC + 888.614.8940
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC « 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC  828.369.5003

ALK JONE

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




